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MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND KNIGHT 

Knowing that many of our brothers are new to the 
Knights of Columbus family, Father Joe has established 
a Blog or web presence for our council at 

www.fatherkidd.wordpress.com 

There you will find ready descriptions of duties and 
operations as well as many suggestions for activities 
for Father Kidd Council here at Holy Family Parish. 

I hope the council website will help us to share ideas 
and to communicate with one another. The MEMBERS 
ONLY page requires a password:  “Holy Family”.  This 
page gives the available contact information for council 
members. The HOME page gives this message, speaks 
about our institution and Father Kidd. The program or 
activities pages give suggestions and guidance about 
our identity and operations: COUNCIL, CHURCH, 
COMMUNITY, FAMILY and YOUTH. Given how 
important we regard the sanctity of life, there is also a 
PRO-LIFE page. Looking ahead, there is a link for the 
ladies marked AUXILIARY. Finally, there is the 
CALENDAR page which offers possible events and 
months as a rudimentary outline for the calendar work 
that must be done this summer after the state 
convention. There are some good LINKS, too. 

The POSTS are back dated to foundational documents 
and emails, particularly about various installations. We 
may add future grand knight’s messages and chaplain’s 
counsels or even entire council newsletters to the 
POSTS. Other news and alerts will also be posted. 
Several brother knights have been invited to serve as 
contributors to the site. I hope it helps to get the ball 
rolling. —Fraternally yours, George H. Johnson, GK 

CHAPLAIN’S COUNSEL 

I regard our new council with a fatherly concern and 
want all our men to know that they have my support 
and confidence. As I explained at a council meeting, my 

door is always open to you and I invite the activity or 
program directors to come and see me for ideas and 
help with planning and/or scheduling.   

I would like those knights who attended the Papal 
Mass in Washington to write something about their 
experience and to share any pictures that were taken. 
The Knights of Columbus were described by the 
previous Pope as the good right hand of the Church. 
Benedict XVI also knows that he can count on YOU! 

The Knights of Columbus turned 125 years old this 
year. While many organizations claim the label 
“Catholic,” our brotherhood has remained true to our 
holy faith and her teachings. The support that the 
Knights have given their priests and bishops has given 
me a sense of peace about the Church and an abiding 
hope for tomorrow. We make a difference and I know 
that many men and women will one day thank God that 
our council was instituted and we came their way. 
Remember the principles of our order and stay 
organized and active. Help each other, because there is 
so much more we can do together than separately. 
Every one of our brothers should be a leader who 
quickly responds to the needs of others. 

Are you all getting COLUMBIA magazine? This month 
displays a picture of Father McGivney, our founder, on 
its cover. Read this monthly magazine faithfully. It is 
more than just news, but religious instruction, stories 
of inspiration, and filled with many ideas from other 
councils about activities. This month Bishop Lori, 
formerly of Washington, DC, has a good article entitled, 
“Our Faith’s Foundation.” Feel free to share the 
magazine; it is a superb recruitment tool. Show it to 
the young people as well; there are often articles about 
men and women discerning vocations. This month 
features women religious. 

Know that you always have my deepest respect and 
affection… 

Your servant in Christ —Father Joe (Jenkins) 

http://www.fatherkidd.wordpress.com/
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CHAPLAIN 
Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins - 301-249-2266 
 
ASSOCIATE CHAPLAIN 
Deacon Hank D. Dardy - 301-259-0129 
 
GRAND KNIGHT 
George H. Johnson, GK - 301-249-9520  
 
 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Francis G. Clark, DGK – 301-249-6894 
  
CHANCELLOR 
Dr. Ujuchris Okereh - 301-249-5222 
 
WARDEN 
Mark M. Manapul - 240-253-7119 
 
 

TREASURER 
Kevin Renze - 202-314-6538 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Porfirio Concepcion - 301-218-1549 
 
INSURANCE AGENT 
John Canter - 301-261-3231 
 

 
Contributions, gifts, etc. to Fr. Kidd Council #14455 are not tax-deductible as charitable contributions. 

 
 
DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT 
 
Vernon Hawkins, PGK, FN, FDW 
(301) 336-0284 vhawkinsjr@aol.com 

The Fraternal Year is ten months over, with two months remaining.  Several Councils have already obtained their 
quotas in membership and insurance for the Star Council Award, many others are very close.  Now is the time for 
those Councils to renew their efforts in order to obtain this very prestigious award.  All of us should be filled with 
new energy and enthusiasm as spring arrives.  It is a time to offer every Catholic man the “Experience of a 
Lifetime.”  If you have not submitted the Columbian Award Application (SP-7), please don’t forget to do so, it is 
required for the Star Council Award and must be filed by June 30th. 

May is the month we celebrate Mother’s Day.  Let’s keep all of our Mothers in our prayers.  For those of us whose 
Mother’s have passed away, let us ask that our Father in Heaven welcome them with open arms.  For those 
Mothers that are still with us, be sure to thank them for all they do for us and keep them in our prayers asking that 
they have long, healthy and happy lives. 

Don’t forget the Mother of us all, Mary.  Be sure to pray the Rosary as often as you can, especially during this 
month.  Ask her to keep all of our intentions in her heart and present them to her son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In closing, I hope that many of you are making plans to attend the 110th State Convention in Ocean City on May 
16th-18th.  It is a fun time for the entire family and if you haven’t thought about attending please consider doing so. 

Again, HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL MOTHERS IN OUR COUNCILS. 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT  

As Catholic Christians and Knights, we are called to 
pray for those suffering, ill and recently departed. This 
report is to assist you in fulfilling this obligation. If you, 
or a Knight you know, is in need of our prayer, please 
take a moment, offer a personal prayer and then 
contact me so that we can combine our prayers to the 
Almighty and give the support we are all called to 
provide one another. —Dr. Ujuchris “Chris” Okereh 

MCNAMARA CHAPTER 

The Bishop McNamara Chapter is open to all Grand 
Knights, Past Grand Knights, Chair and Committee 
Officers.  The upcoming meeting is May 21 at Our Lady 
of Fatima Council #6901, Barnesville, MD.  We will 
have the Chapter Election of Officers.  Next month we 
meet on June 18 at Mater Dei Council #9774 in 
Potomac, MD for the Exchange of Jewels. 
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COUNCIL ACTIVITIES—Geony J. Provido 

Instituted this past February 2008, the Michael C. Kidd 
Council is parish based here at Holy Family Church. 
The K of C is a fraternal organization of Catholic men 
that stresses responsibility and service in several 
areas: Church, Community, Council, Family and Youth. 
Their charitable work for the needy and the oppressed 
is well known. Our community is made all the richer 
because of their strong moral presence and social 
responsibility. They will host a multitude of activities 
throughout the year.  

Mark Your Calendars 

Saturday, June 21 - Dinner/Auction - An opportunity 
for Knights and their wives or girlfriends to get 
acquainted and have a fun evening. The ladies may 
even make a few rudimentary connections for a 
possible Auxiliary Group. 

Membership 

Any practicing Catholic man, 18 years of age or older, 
in good standing with the Church, is eligible.  We will 
probably go over 50 members in May!  One new 
brother Knight has signed Form 100’s for five 
candidates!  Good work!   

Father Michael Kidd 

The Council is named after father Michael C. Kidd who 
passed away Sunday morning, December 30, 2007, just 
before 7:00 AM. Monday, December 31, would have 
been his birthday. 

He was pastor of Holy Family Church in Mitchellville, 
Maryland for a quarter of a century. In retrospect, 
maybe it was fitting that he should go home to God on 
the Feast of the Holy Family? Our parishioners deeply 
mourned his passing. He was our spiritual father. He 
married our young people, baptized our babies, and 
buried our friends and family. He preached the Gospel 
and gave us the bread of life. He retired in 2005 and 
was assigned to St. Pius X in Bowie, Maryland. But, in 
many ways, he left his mark and his heart at Holy 
Family Catholic Church. 

Father Mike was a member of the Knights of Columbus 
for over 51 years. He was a member of Mother Seton 

Council #5381 in Lanham, Maryland and a Sir Knight 
with Bishop James E. Walsh Assembly #1548, in 
Forestville, Maryland. In past years, Father Mike held 
the position of Chaplain for Mother Seton and always 
provided spiritual guidance and support. He made a 
very heartfelt effort to promote membership and 
support for Service Programs as a dedicated member 
and parish priest. 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES—Fred F. Laureles 

Since our founding in 1882 by Father Michael J. 
McGivney, the Knights of Columbus has been in 
solidarity with the Catholic Church, the Holy Father 
and the bishops, priests, and religious in union with 
him. We have been oriented around a Catholic parish 
from the beginning, and it is in the thousands of 
Catholic parishes where the good works of the Knights 
of Columbus are manifest. Support for the Catholic 
Church is the hallmark of the Knights of Columbus 
activity at all levels of our order. 

The Church Activities Program seek to support our 
members and their families with church activities that 
express our unity in our faith, our devotion to our 
Church, and our support of those who serve in the 
priesthood, diaconate, and religious life. 

Mark Your Calendars 

Knights are invited to serve and to read at the parish 
Memorial Day Mass on June 26 at 9:00 AM. 

The Maryland State Council urges some form of 
involvement regarding Holy Land Outreach. Saturday, 
June 28 and Sunday, June 29, the vendor Luai Helal will 
come to Holy Family and sell olive wood carvings after 
all Masses. We could help set up, distribute flyers and 
maybe purchase some of these wonderful items 
(images of Jesus, Mary, Nativity scenes, the Last 
Supper, etc). These objects would edify our homes and 
we would help the struggling Christians of the Holy 
Land. The Christians of the Holy Land have suffered 
terribly given the loss of tourism, especially in 
Bethlehem. We might not be able to get to them but 
they can reach us. Our generosity can make a big 
difference in their lives. 

 



COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES—Andres Padilla 

Community Activity Programs should strive to focus 
attention and awareness on local issues and events 
that affect the lives of individuals living in our 
neighborhoods, communities and cities. Just as each 
council is unique, so is each community. As such, we 
need to be aware that our communities continue to 
change and their needs and circumstances are always 
increasing. Understandably, councils cannot address 
every concern of every community or be actively 
involved in all programs endorsed by the Maryland 
State Council. However, it is important, that we identify 
needs, establish priorities and attempt to implement 
measures that make our communities a better place to 
live. 

In today’s world, Government agencies, community 
organizations and service groups can be valuable 
sources of information and assistance in 
fulfilling objectives. Share your ideas with other 
volunteer groups and work together for a common 
goal.  The parish programs are also excellent sources 
for identifying needs within the community. 

Mark Your Calendars 

Our first project will be May 31, collecting for the 
Capital Area Food Bank in Washington, DC.  We also 
participate with the SHELTER MEAL PROGRAM in the 
parish. It serves the surrounding community with 
monthly visits to the SHARE pantry and S.O.M.E. (So 
Others Might Eat). The upcoming service day is 
Saturday, June 21. Volunteers are always needed!  

Father Jenkins has suggested the mounting of an 
outside flag, maybe the one from Wynn’s office. We 
could fulfill the obligation from the MD State to honor 
the flag on the various patriotic days of the year. If 
flying the flag every day (and taking it down) should 
prove too great a burden, we could limit its use to 
special civil holidays. 

Please note that the parish Memorial Day Mass is on 
Monday 26 at 9:00 AM.  There will be a recessional 
with a Knight carrying the flag followed by his brothers 
and parishioners to the church cemetery.  There we 
will have a brief service. 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES—Dr. F. Daniels & Tim Adams 

Families are the cornerstones of every council. 
A successful fraternal year depends, in part, upon the 
level of family participation in council activities.  The 
goals of our family program are as follows: 

• Work to strengthen family life and values  
• Stimulate togetherness in the family  
• Provide support to all widows of Knights  
• Provide employment support to Knights  
• Recognize family contribution in the church, 

council and the community  
• Have fun!  

Mark Your Calendars 

Saturday, May 10 & Sunday, May 11 - Mother’s Day 
Flower Presentations - Two Knights (eight all together) 
after each Mass this weekend will flowers to the parish 
mothers. The flowers were purchased from the P.G. 
County Right to Life. This is an opportunity for the 
Knights to honor motherhood and the sanctity of 
human life. The Council will share half the cost of the 
flowers with the parish ($150 of the total $300). 
Photos of the event will be posted on the Council 
webpage. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES—Ramon G. Evasco 

The activities we have planned for the youth are 
diverse and allow young people to demonstrate their 
individuality, creativity, physical fitness and talents. 
We encourage participation at council level and look 
forward to participation in the State sponsored events.  

We seek to recognize and encourage youth activities 
that result in our young people performing community 
service; a special youth activities award will be 
presented at the annual State Council Founder’s Day 
reception. The award will be presented to the best 
youth activity that involves community service 
performed by an individual or youth group.  

The youth of our families are the leaders of tomorrow. 
We should encourage and nourish their minds and 
bodies in order to excel and provide direction to their 
lives. By encouraging our Catholic principles, we can 
prepare them for their future and a better quality of 
life. 



Mark Your Calendars 

Friday, May 9 - Our brother Knight, Andres Padilla 
grilled hotdogs and hamburgers for the Youth Group 
teens who gathered for fun and games. Although 
attendance was low, the young people who came had a 
good time. Photos are available.  

The parish DRE Pam has suggested dates and activities 
for in June: June 8 - cook food for the Youth Group 
carwash & June 11 - help with the Baccalaureate Mass 
reception. 

PRO-LIFE REPORT—Paul A. Batson 

The Knights of Columbus is unambiguously and 
proudly pro-life. In accordance with the teachings of 
the Catholic Church, the Order defends human life from 
the moment of conception until natural death. 
Building a new Culture of Life where every human life 
is welcomed, respected and protected by law is one of 
the highest priorities of the Order.   

Please participate in the Baby Bottle Program to assist 
the Bowie Crisis Pregnancy Center.  Put change, cash or 
even checks in the bottles.  They average about $25 in 
donations each. 

Saturday, May 10 & Sunday May 11 - The Grand Knight 
pledged that the Council would pay for half of the cost 
toward the flowers they distributed to mothers on 
Mother’s Day. There were 300 flowers and the total 
cost was $300, a dollar per flower. That would make 
our cost $150.  The flowers were purchased from the 
Prince George’s County Right to Life.  

Given that May is a month dedicated to Mary, our 
chaplain will lead a pro-life rosary next to our outdoor 
Memorial to Unborn Children on Saturday, May 31, 
after the 5:30 PM Mass.  If the weather is bad the 
rosary will be moved inside the church.  

FOURTH DEGREE 

The Bishop James E. Walsh Assembly #1548 meets on 
the second Monday of each month at 8:00 PM in the 
Bert Parise Room at St. Pius X Council #4076 (Sarto 
Hall), 3611 Stewart Road, Forestville, MD 20747.  Our 

local Color Corps participated in the May 10 Master 
Color Cup Corps Competition and won as first in the 
state of Maryland.  Many congratulations on these 
well-trained men.  Remember that Memorial Day is 
May 26.  Pray for our fallen heroes and honor the flag 
we hold dear.  

FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
 
Buying life insurance is something that’s easy to put off 
until tomorrow. And if your life is as busy as mine, 
tomorrow can easily become next week, next month, 
or even next year. I’d like to make a personal plea that 
you not make that mistake. Before the Fraternal Year is 
over on July 1st, make an appointment to visit with me, 
your professional Knights of Columbus agent. I’ll work 
with you to put a plan in place that will help your 
family when that help is most needed. 

We all know someone whose health, instantly and 
seemingly out-of-the-blue, changes. You may think this 
can’t happen to you. Think again. And keep in mind 
that no one will ring a bell warning you that your 
health is about to change. Medical technology has 
turned many diseases previously termed “death 
sentences” into very treatable conditions. What 
medical advances haven’t changed, however, is that 
being diagnosed with one of these diseases will 
dramatically affect your ability to purchase life 
insurance coverage. Don’t wait until it’s too late.  Call 
me today. —John Canter at (301) 261-3231. 

STATE COUNCIL REPORT 
 
Mothers Day is fast approaching and the perfect time 
to participate in the Maryland State Council MaryGold 
Program. MaryGolds is a motherhood appreciation 
activity. This activity conveys a strong Pro-Life 
message and has become a favorite in many Councils 
for years. MaryGolds involves the distribution of 
marigolds flowers at Mass on Mothers Day, free of 
charge, for children to give to their Mothers. On each 
pot there is a message: “THANKS FOR CHOOSING LIFE 
FOR ME. Happy Mothers Day Knights of Columbus.” 
State MaryGold Chairman John McCuen would be 
happy to help your Council get started. John can be 
reached at (410) 549-2418 or 
John_McCuen@yahoo.com

mailto:John_McCuen@yahoo.com
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